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PURSX SEE@ FISHING VEE3iEZ TO Pi2 ccWSTRUCTB3 
lm PACIFIC iiXL%XWIONS 

A contract for the construction of a purse seine vessel for exploratory fish- 

ing in Hawaiian waters and westward throughout the Trust Territory of the Pacific 

Islands was aklarded to the Pacific Boatbuilding @mpw of Tacoma, Washington, on 

June 21, Albert M. Day, director of the Interior Department * s Fish and Wildlife 

Service announced today, 

With the completion of this vessel, the John R. Mauniq, the Fish and Wildlife 
Service will have three exploratory and research vessels assigned to the Pacific 
Oceanic Fishery Investigations. , Authorized by Public Law 329, 80th Congress, this 
>rogr;mn Was set up to, invest igate, explore, and develop the high seas fisheries of 

-ihe Territories and Island possessions and intervening areas in the tropical end 
subtropical Pacific Ocean, 

The John R, Mannine; will be of wooden construction, 86!6’! in length and till 
have a cruising range of 7,000 miles, The construction period is 180 ws, 
Architects in chsrge will be the firm of Pillsbury & Martignoni. The other two 
vessels of the program, the EenrY O’&lle3t. and I3xh M. Snith, are former Nznry YPs 
of the 600 class. These two vessels, wNch are 128 feet in length, of the tuna 
clipper type, are already being converted for exploratory fish and research mrk A 
in west coast shipyards, Thqy will be completed in the early fall of 1949. 

The operations of the three ships w3.U. be concentrated primarily’ on deter- 
mining the locat ions, seasons, and methods of capture of tuna and -like fishes, 
and related oceanographk, biological, and technological research Such informa- 
tion is essential to the economic develo@?nt as well as conservation and manage- 
ment of this currently little understood, but important, resource. 
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